Meet your Inspector
Jim Breer, Inspector and owner
Over 35 y&aonstruction experience Member Number:201646

Home Inspection training and licensing in Texas
Home Inspections in Vermont since 1997

ASHI member, in good standing, since 1998
New York licensed: number 16000013865
New Hampshire Licensed: number 000010

Energy Tune Up Inspection

Certified for Radon testing and Radon Mitigatiorst&yns
Affiliate member of Central Vermont Board of Rea#to

2005 Affiliate of the YearCentral Vermont Board of Realtors
www.betterhomeinspectionsvermont.com

Hello: My name is Jim Breer. | am an ASHI certifiedme inspector. Rosemary and | want to do
something to help the military families during tedésnes of hardship. We are offering a $50.00 disto
from the total cost of a home inspection or a fremli and coli form water test.

| am available for inspections generally withink&urs.

NEWSLETTER

Dear Friends and Colleagues:

Please look on my web site for a coupondf®50.00 credito those who hire us for a Radon Mitigation systhat we
install. Click onBREER RADON SYSTEM S @ www.betterhomeinspectionsvermont.com
Learn more about radornttp://www.epapsa.com/campaigns/eddiestory

Central Vermont News

]}
Katie Grant
It is that time of the year again
Freezing Fun for Families

www.freezingfunforfamilies.com

12" Annual Freezing Fun For Families Winter Softbalifnament
March 5,6, & 7, 2010 Barre Town
Call Cass or Shelly @ 476-6599 or 249-7585
Come have fun

AUTISM SPEAKS |!

Autism Puzzle Foundation’s"5Annual Benefit Dinner & Silent Auction
Saturday April 10, 2008
Barre Auditorium
Doors open @ 5:00 PM dinner at 6:00 PM.
Silent Auction, Blackjack, craps, roulette, Rafflezes

For more informationWWW .vtautism PU zzle.o I'J click on fundraising events




We are now “Tweeting” check us out at: BHIMARNTcom

This gives you a chance to ask those questionst &lome things from someone who knows or can find
the answers for you.

Home Inspection News
Tips for Long Lasting Wall Coatings

Stuck inside most of the winter? That's when yoticechow dingy, stained, and scratched your walis|
But repainting is hard, tedious work. If you hawelb it anyway, you might as well do it right se thaint
lasts as long -- and is as easy to maintain -oasiple.

Is Painting Necessary?
Are the walls just dirty? Maybe a good cleaninglighat's needed.

A mild soap-and-water solution is the most effeztileaning agent for painted walls. If the pairgtaned,
clean with a diluted mixture of one of the off-thleelf household cleansers. Water stains canndebeed
from painted surfaces.

If the stains, discolorations and/or scratches otba cleaned, repainting is required.
Clean Before You Paint

1. For the longest lasting paint job, start by vieghhe walls with a mild soap-and-water
solution.

2. Before painting, prime stains appropriatelyy®@it greasy stains should be covered with a
water-thinned primer. Water stains can be prevefntad bleeding through new paint by
covering them with two or three coats of an oildzhprimer.

3. Mold and mildew must be eliminated by applyingl@ach-and-water solution over the mold
and mildew, scrubbing with household cleaner, &ed tviping the area well with clear
water.

Paint Options
Paint is either water-based (latex, vinyl, or acjybr oil-based (alkyd).

Water-based paint is generally more permeablekquidrying, less durable, and shows streaks more
readily than oil-based paint. However, today's whtesed paints, especially all-acrylic paints, have
improved significantly, and are the most commordgdipaints because they are easier to maintain,
quicker-drying, and do not require thinning agdatsclean-up. They are also generally much lower in
volatile organic components (VOCSs) than oil-basethts, which means they produce less odor duriag th
painting and drying process.

Acrylic paints are more elastic, hold color bettend to crack less, and are easier to apply a&halp.
Water-based paints can be applied over eitheppilvater-based, coatings, but oil-based paintsldhou
generally only be applied over bare or oil-basetases.

Especially for winter applications, when windows generally closed and less ventilation is avaéabl
low-voc’s or no-VOC paints should be strongly colesed



Painting Tip: Latex paint is water based. Excessiedensation collects on the cold window glass and
could collect enough so that it runs down your ygedinted walls. To prevent this place old toweltha
bottom sash or place a fan, three or four feet dveag and pointed towards the glass, leave it towa
setting.

Basement windows
Basement Windows and Water

First off, it is important that basement windowggavater out. Being that basements are below ground
they are always susceptable to flooding. A leakydeiv will result in some degree of flooding. So,
basement windows must remain in good repair anidigh#ly when closed. Also, the ground near the
window must have proper drainage and not funneémtatthe window. External attachments can be
purchased, such as a foot tall shield around tkerhant window, keeping water and debris away.

Basement Windows and Safety

Another thing to keep out is burglars, becausevengow at ground level is an inviting target. A gil@
glass window can easily be broken with a rock atb8o, reinforcing basement windows or buildingrnth
with glass bricks is a common solution. Other sohg involve window coverings or use of a crosxbra
There are several steps you can take to preveglaoyr It is also recommended that the basement be
locked from the inside, so burglars cannot entemtiain residence from the basement.

Basement Windows and Cold

Finally, in colder climates, basement windows ao®mmon location for cold air to leak into a horfie.
prevent higher heating bills, it is important tkiz# windows seals have additional forms of insafatb
hold in heat.

Basement Window Requirements

The International Residential Code states that @wsdmust be 24"W X 20"H to allow occupants to escap
in case of fire, or for firefighters to enter ifeded. Different municipalities may have other regmients,

but in general, at least one window is required brasement. If a basement is meant for storage, the
number of windows is not important, but if a basatie for living space, it is generally advisedhtave as
many windows as possible to allow in more lighte@ll, a basement window brings more concerns than
simply being a window. However, once addressed, pihesent no more trouble to a homeowner than any
other window.

You know you're getting old when you stoop to tieiyshoelaces and wonder what else you could do
while you're down there.
-- George Burns

Before you criticize someone, you should walk aennil his or her shoes. That way, when you criticize
them, you are a mile away from them, and you hhe# shoes."
-- Frieda Norris1

Thank you for allowing me to spend some time wibl.y

Jim Breer
Better Home Inspections



